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ally think that practical politics are a most sordid
unless they rest on a basis of honest and disinterested
timent (though of course I appreciate to the full that with
this disinterested sentiment there must also get intelligent
self-interest) I could not help feeling much contempt for
the excellent Mr. Witte.

" Witte is curiously frank and very emphatic in Ms state-
ment of the need of a thorough reform in Russia. He put
it upon the perfectly simply ground that in the         cen-

tury Eussia could not hope to move forward to the tre-
mendous position which he firmly believed she would ulti-
mately reach unless she met 20th century conditions. He
spoke with utter impatience of the reactionaries in Russia,
and in speaking of Dostoyevsky, the author of * Crime
Punishment,' he expressed the same horror of his having
been sent to Siberia that one of us would feel. I also sym-
pathize with Mm in his complaint about the hopeless na-
ture of many of the Russian reformers, headed by Tolstoi.
These reformers, and preeminently Tolstoi, lack sanity,
it is very difficult to do decent reform work, or any other
kind of work, if for sanity we substitute a condition of mere
morbid hysteria. Witte also expressed his views about
religious freedom and freedom of conscience in a way that
would command hearty support from you or me.*'

What Witte thought of Eoosevelt was revealed at the
time the above letter was written.   A cable message from
Berlin, under date of September 8,1905, was pubEshed giv-
ing the following extract from a private letter that he
written to a friend:

" From a moral point of view the President of the United
States is a statesman of large caliber. Bom in a time
when politicians are more children of their century than of
their history, he owes his high position, which lie fills more
worthily every day, exclusively to his personal qualities,
as revealed in actions requiring decision, tact and clear
vision. The world recognizes this. When one speaks with
President Eoosevelt, he charms through the elevation of